
Chad McAlister
Star Teacher

After having Mr. McAlister as a teacher of  multiple classes throughout high school, I believe 

that he stands out as my most influential teacher.  I have discovered from his legendary AP 

English class that I can push through any challenge – trust me when I say challenge – and feel 

so rewarded by my hard work in the end.  However, although it definitely feels satisfying to  

have the ability to recognize an Oxford comma or to decipher The Canterbury Tales, I also value 

the life lessons that I have gathered from him.

Mr. McAlister has convinced me that traveling and reaching beyond oneself  are some of  the 

most important things a person can do.  Whether by exploring Greece or a nearby art museum, 

I have been inspired to experience as many things as possible in life.  He has also taught me to 

seize every opportunity that comes about, motivating me to constantly better myself  and learn 

new things beyond just schoolwork. 

If  a lunchbox is left unattended in his classroom, it is almost certain that Mr. McAlister has 

raided it for Oreos or other snacks, stating that one must take advantage of  the opportunities 

that they have been given.  I admire that he has also shown by example that there is no shame  

in making mistakes, which is something I truly needed to learn.  Once, he left a pen uncovered 

in his pocket until it emptied into a massive ink stain on his shirt, and from that, I learned to try 

to make the best out of  any situation.

Mr. McAlister has mainly influenced me with his supportive attitude.  He has always been 

genuinely willing to listen to and help his students with anything, constantly encouraging.           

I have learned to believe in myself  because he believed in me, and I hope to make him proud   

in the future.
 
Caroline Womack
Ashbrook High School
Star Student 2017

Gaston County Schools

Elizabeth Leonard
Star Teacher

Throughout my high school career at North Gaston, I have been fortunate enough to 
have had Mrs. Leonard.  Mrs. Leonard was my honors chemistry teacher junior year, and 
is currently my AP chemistry teacher. Although she has the job title of  a teacher, on be-
half  of  all of  her students, I say that she is so much more than a teacher, but a friend. 
 

Mrs. Leonard, my friend, never failed to go above and beyond for the majority of  her 
students.  Whether this measure called for staying after school, making extra copies or 
taking extra steps that most teachers wouldn’t take, she never hesitated.  Beyond her 
actions of  helping her students, she also had this infectious, fun attitude.  It didn’t matter 
if  it was a Monday morning or a Friday afternoon, she made the time in class fun and 
memorable.  Although we had a great time in her classroom, she knew when it was time 
to reign things in to become more serious and learn.  I have never had a teacher that has 
had so much fun in her classroom, but also had so much control simultaneously.  

For me personally, Mrs. Leonard served as a listening ear and a shoulder to lean on when 
times were tough.  Sometimes, I found it easier to talk to her about things on my mind 
than I did my own friends because she was such an attentive listener and knew what to 
say.  Whether she was listening to me ramble on about happenings at school or funny 
family stories, she always made me feel like she was interested and that I was important.  
She was a friend that I knew I could always come to a little before third period and  
share what was going on in my everyday life and how I was doing.  Throughout these 
conversations, we came to develop a friendship that was unique – a friendship that would 
encourage, not harm, strengthen, and not weaken. 

I am so lucky to be able to call Mrs. Elizabeth Leonard my teacher, but most importantly, 
my friend.  Thank you Mrs. Leonard for constantly encouraging and motivating me and 
other students around me to better ourselves and expand our knowledge. 
 

Carter Rushing
North Gaston High School
Star Student 2018


